
Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                    7th November 2021

THEME: Giving until it hurts
Both the widows mentioned today were willing to give at great personal cost. They gave lovingly, trusting
that God is well worth all the love we can ever lavish on him. Actual amounts of money pledged to God’s
work will vary according to circumstances, but attitude behind generous giving does not alter. We must
steer clear of the hypocrisy which pretends to love God but is festering with greed and vanity.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm. Thursday 9-00am
St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon, Saturday 10-00am Wednesday 8-30am
St Paul’s school Tuesday 9-00am.

                           St Mary’s school Friday 9-00am

ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S SCHOOLS:  On Wednesday the Diocesan Youth Service will be working with a
mixture of years 5 and 6 from both schools in St Mary’s Church. The theme is ‘Developing pupil led prayer
and liturgy’ We pray that the children will enjoy the day. The Youth Service was in St Mary’s school on
Monday, the feast of All Saints. The children and staff enjoyed what they did to celebrate the feast.

RECENT BAPTISM, Luca Michael Healy was welcomed into God’s family last weekend.  

RECENT DEATH: Bernard Reilly. We offer our sympathy to his relatives and friends.

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass, please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Mark 12: 38-44.  God is never fooled; he sees our motives, the bit we make on the
side, the place our heart is when we do the right things for the wrong reasons. However subtle we are, any
hypocrisy will show up before his sight in all its glaring cruelty.
Jesus hated to see hypocrisy anywhere, but he was particularly concerned at finding it among religious
leaders. It is utterly contradictory to God’s crystal beauty. He loves to see the direct innocence of young
children and the straightforward integrity of adults.
Our world is full of complexities, schemes and counter schemes, wheeling and dealing, mixed motives and
shady contracts; it is alarmingly easy to get caught up in it all. No one will throw rosebuds at our feet for
bringing these things to light. The only reward we will get for insisting on integrity is the knowledge that we
are acting in accordance with God’s will. But that is no mean reward!
The poor widow is held up as an example of generous giving even though she has only given a penny. God,
in his purity, judges the heart.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS: You can use this link to access the Sunday readings for this weekend. 
https://universalis.com/20211107/mass.htm
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FEASTS OF THE WEEK:  Tuesday. The dedication of St John Lateran. The feast Celebrates our unity with the
Church in Rome. The basilica of St John Lateran is also known as the Basilica of our Saviour and is the parish
Church of the Pope.
Wednesday. St Leo the Great. Pope and doctor of the Church:   Elected Pope in 440 Leo died on this day  in
461, in Rome. He tried to protect the city from the devastation of the Barbarian invasion. His surviving
letters illustrate the leadership and guidance he exercised as Bishop of Rome towards the other churches in
the west. He is remembered for the clarity of his thought on the two natures of Christ, affirmed at the
Council of Chalcedon, for his eloquent sermons and for the prayers he composed for the Roman liturgy.
Thursday. St Martin of Tours: 316-397.  Martin was born in Hungary and was buried in Tours in France. As a
catechumen, he was unable in conscience to continue with military service. Martin was baptised at the age
of 18 and became a hermit, thereafter he worked to establish monasticism. He was bishop of Tours for 25
years. He was one of the first non-martyrs to be venerated as a saint. Bishop Martin is remembered for his
generosity to the poor and for arguing against the persecution of heretics, and for his evangelisation and
pastoral care.

MASSES OF REMEMBRANCE:  Remembrance envelopes are on the church table for your personal use to
put the names of those who you wish to be remembered in the Holy Souls masses during the month of
November. Please return the envelope and put it in the box next to the lectern. It is a Catholic tradition to
put a stipend in the envelope.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY: Tameside Council have granted permission to the British Legion to hold the
remembrance service at Dukinfield Cenotaph, Chapel Hill, next Sunday at 3-00pm

COVID REMEMBRANCE MASS: This will be celebrated for all those who died due to COVID, on Saturday
November 27th 10-00am.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: This year we are supporting the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal.  There
are some leaflets at the back of each Church – please pick one up and follow the instructions, bringing any
donations back to Church.  If you don’t get a leaflet (there are only a few!) please use the following link to
get more details.  Operation Christmas Child (samaritans-purse.org.uk)

CHRISTMAS DRAW: Tickets available at the back of Church. Please take a few books.

CLIMATE CHANGE: This presents a unique moral challenge to the entire human race. The fact that leaders
of governments have gathered in Glasgow is an encouraging sign that humanity is beginning to understand
the moral responsibilities involved. These responsibilities are not just to communities already threatened
by extreme weather and climate turbulence, which tend to be poorer countries but not necessarily so, but
also to future generations, which are more at risk. That requires an effort of  moral imagination   that has
never been required before. Inter-generational justice is a new and unfamiliar concept. Yet if this
generation is unwilling to make a sacrifice now for the sake of generations still unborn, they are fated to
come into a world that will be scarcely habitable.  The climate emergency is a vast and complex subject and
there are many potential pitfalls on the way ahead. Many countries have huge amounts of potential wealth
stored in their underground reserves of fossil fuel: coal, oil and natural gas. And they are asked to forgo
them for the sake of the future sustainability of the planet, that is for the sake of others as for themselves.
They are reluctant to do this and are asking for compensation. They are entitled to point out that it is the
societies that developed their fossil-fuel based economies earlier, such as Europe and North America, which
have contributed the most to the current crises. This is one of the major issues discussed in the last few
days. The wealth transfer is estimated at 100 billion dollars. This is not necessarily a zero-sum transaction,
where the gain by one party has to mean equal loss to the other. Technology transfers and investment in
“green” industries may be of advantage to both parties. And overcoming climate emergency has to benefit
everyone, rich and poor. Nowhere is safe. Failure to act would carry a huge price tag in terms of human
misery.

CLERGY TRAINING FUND:  The Second collection today is for the clergy training fund.
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BIDDING PRAYERS for the Thirty second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priest: 
Acknowledging our needs, we humbly bring our petitions before our generous Lord.

We pray for the Pope, bishops and priests and all ministers to God’s people: that in the giving of
themselves they will be richly blessed.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for government officials, especially those who are entrusted with public finances: that they may
always serve the public good and never give way to selfish interest.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for charities who work tirelessly to support the most vulnerable people: that they may receive all
the donations and volunteers they need.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for families in debt, or who are struggling financially: that they will meet with understanding and
find a way out of their difficulties.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who are impoverished spiritually or morally: that we may be generous in sharing our faith
with others and have courage to speak out against exploitation and injustice
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: Merciful Father, whose loving gaze is drawn to all who turn to you, we ask you to accept our prayers
through Christ our Lord. Amen
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