
Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                  26th September 2021
THEME: Anyone who is not against us is for us.
We do not need to protect God by excluding or dismissing those who do good but may not be Christians.
All good comes from God  and he works through many in different ways. Nor can we expect God to deal
mercifully with us if we claim to have faith but have accumulated  wealth and a comfortable life through
cheating or meanness. God’s good fruit shows and lasts.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm. Thursday 9-00am
                         St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon & Weds, 9-00am,  Saturday 10-00am
                         St Paul’s  School: Mass Tuesday  9-00am
                         St Mary’s School Mass Friday 9-00am Parishioners are welcome.

RECENT DEATHS: Raymond Fitzpatrick, Audrey Quinlan.   We offer our sincere sympathy to their families
relatives and friends.

RECENT BAPTISM: Jude Philip Shaw was welcomed into God’s family last Sunday. 

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Mark: 9:38-43, 45, 47-48. The disciples are concerned about an outsider working
miracles in the name of Jesus. Jesus is far more concerned about those who become obstacles to faith, or
lead his flock astray. In fact he is so concerned about this that he uses strong and graphic language to shock
his listeners into realising how vigorously they need to rid themselves of anything that cause them to sin.
So if we find that we are drinking too much, it is wise to avoid situations where we are tempted to go over
the limit; if certain companions always indulge in gossip, we need to be quite firm and change either our
approach or the company we keep. From time to time it is worth taking stock of our bad habits, to see if
there is any way to avoid them; it may need a quite simple change in life style to conquer a habitual
weakness. We can set the alarm earlier to avoid screaming at the children in the usual morning rush. We
can stop watching the kind of videos that encourage us to indulge in lust or violence. We can avoid
anything that keeps us from more fulfilment and enrichment than were ever provided by the distractions.

FEASTS OF THE WEEK.  Ss Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, Archangels: Wednesday. The cult of Michael,
Gabriel and Raphael began in the East. In the West this day first marked the dedication of the 5th century
church of St Michael in Rome. The festival of Michaelmas came to be popular in medieval Europe. Raphael
and Gabriel were added to the Roman calendar in the 20th century. In scripture each angel is a messenger
of God, entrusted with a special divine mission.
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St Theresa of the Child Jesus 1873-1897:  Friday. Born in Alecon  France. Theresa died of tuberculosis  in
Liseaux on the 30th September 1897. Theresa came from a devout family and entered the Carmelite
monastery at fifteen, where she embraced the suffering of her ill health with love and service to the
missionary spread of the Gospel. Theresa is remembered for her humble obedience and her fidelity  to
ordinary duties as the path to sanctity.

Guardian Angels:  Saturday. This feast originated in Portugal early in the 16th century. It is based on the
belief that God assigns everyone an Angel to guard body and soul. A similar belief is also found in Jewish
and other religious thought. The feast associates the human race with eternal song of praise in heaven.
Matt 18:10

ST MARY & ST PAUL PARISH ACCOUNT: A further reminder from the Diocese The parish accounts have
been amalgamated, and the account name is now St Mary & St Paul. You don’t have to anything if you
have a standing order in place, these have been updated automatically. If you write a cheque, please
remember to make it out to St Mary & St Paul. If you make an online donation, you will need to use the
following Account Name, Sort Code and Account Number: SRCDT-No 234025 St Mary & St Paul, 30-15-52,
54596168. Please check that your standing orders  are going into this account. Thank you.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS: You can use this link to access the Sunday readings for this weekend.
https://universalis.com/20210926/mass.htm

CATHOLIC CERTIFICATE IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: For Over 25 years the Catholic Certificate of Religious
Studies has enabled those responsible for passing on our Catholic Christian faith through education or
catechesis to gain a deeper knowledge of our faith. From this month the Diocese will be offering two
pathways to study CCRS. The first will be as the diocese has traditionally done it, meeting in person on a
Thursday morning at St Columba’s Parish Hall in Chester. The second pathway is an adaptation of our online
learning provision developed during the past eighteen months. The online content will be combined with
smaller tasks to do throughout the course, these will be collected and form the basis of the seminars which
we will hold in person at the end of the module. For the seminars there will be a choice of location, either a
Thursday evening in Birkenhead or a Saturday morning in Manchester. To receive further information send
an email to ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org or directly to frmichaelcoughlan@hotmail.co.uk

ALPHA COURSE: A course is to start on Wednesday  October 6th which can draw people in to finding God
for the first time in their lives or returning to their faith from which they have turned away. A weekly Zoom
session with video and short discussion will be run by a team of parishioners  from St Christophers Romiley.
For further information contact Tony and Judith at judithone2@gmail.com or phone Anne 0161 492 27112

THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS 2023: The diocesan stage  of preparation will begin on 17th October 2021 for the
International  Synod of Bishops in 2023, on The  theme “For a synodal church; communion, participation
and mission”. The Bishops of England and Wales will work together to prepare a national response early
next year before this process then moves to the continental level.

THANKSGIVING PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SHRINE: This will take place on Monday 11th October 2021. Price
£699.00 per person sharing. Price includes sharing, return flight, 4 nights in Knock House Hotel with full
board. All entertainment and excursions. Wheelchair accessible rooms. Single supplement £100. Contact
Patricia on 01628762278 or 0774017555

THE DIOCESAN YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: The Diocesan youth pilgrimage to Lourdes will take
place from 27th July – 5th August 2022

SECOND COLLECTION: Today, for the building fund.

https://universalis.com/20210926/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20210926/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20210926/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20210926/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20210926/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20210926/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20210926/mass.htm
mailto:ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:judithone2@gmail.com
mailto:judithone2@gmail.com


BIDDING PRAYERS for the Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Priest: 
We bring all our cares to God who both created and redeemed us.

We pray for the Church: may we always provide a haven of safety for those who are being persecuted for
their beliefs.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for our world: may all governments work to eradicate practices of  prejudice and discrimination,
treating all groups with care and respect.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for  all who are persecuted for their beliefs: may they find their way of freedom and peace among
groups that value their contribution to human life.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for parents as they try to encourage and support their children that their good example will bring
families ever closer together in peace and love.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who are working to nurture respect and care for the environment that they will succeed
in building peace in our beautiful but often broken world.
Lord, hear us

We pray for the sick and suffering, or feel alienated in our own communities: may we recognise their pain
and work to heal and console them.

Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: God our Father, you bring healing and new life to all who turn to you  in their need. We make our
prayers through Christ our Lord. Amen
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