
Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                 3rd October 2021
THEME: What God has joined together man must not divide.
From the beginning, unifying of man and woman in marriage was part of God’s plan; the complete human
state involves a harmony of the masculine and the feminine. A marriage to which Christ is invited and in
which he lives, will be a strong and beautiful reflection of God’s tender and affectionate love for his ‘little
children’ of all ages.
MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm. Thursday 9-00am.
                         St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon Tuesday & Weds  9-00am,

    Saturday 10-00am.  First Holy Communion mass.
                         St Mary’s School Mass Friday 9-00 am Parishioners are welcome.

RECENT DEATHS: Maria Susca, Bill Johnson. We offer our sincere sympathy to all their relatives and friends.

RECENT BAPTISM: Kit Terence Cope. Lois Olivia Booth, Archie Stephen Peter Booth, Grace Elzabeth Louise
Hogan, Marcus James Hogan were welcomed into God’s family last week  

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass, please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Mark: 10:2-16. It is clear from Jesus’ teaching here that God’s will concerning
marriage is that it should be between one man and one woman and that it should be a lifelong partnership.
Just as Jesus had developed the Mosaic law, about loving your neighbour, to include loving your enemy, so
he develops the Mosaic rule concerning divorce. Under the new covenant, based on unlimited, selfless
love, we are called to be so responsive to God and each other so that our marriages work for life.
Unfortunately, it is obvious that ‘hardness of heart’ tears marriages apart, resulting in misery and heart
break for parents and children alike. The break-up of strong family units is damaging to the whole structure
of our society; and there are many pressures to accept marriage as only a temporary state, valid until it
becomes tiresome or inconvenient. As with all Jesus’ teaching about real loving, we are being asked the
impossible. It only becomes possible when our whole life is not founded on our partner or emotions, our
instincts or society’s expectations, but on the rock of Christ. He can reinforce the crumbling marriages, heal
deep hurts, refresh our love, promote forgiveness and soften hardened attitudes, so he is an excellent
guest to invite to the wedding! But we also need to remember that our God is loving and compassionate,
understanding our weaknesses and willing to forgive. So, if we have a wrecked or failed marriage in our
past we are not unredeemable; when we confess our failure and determine to build our future on Christ,
he will not only forgive us but also give back the years that the locusts have eaten.

FEASTS OF THE WEEK:  Monday: St Francis of Assisi. Francis was a religious founder and the son of a
wealthy merchant. He gave up his inheritance to embrace a life of poverty.  At the end of his life Francis
bore in his flesh the marks of Christ’s suffering.
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Tuesday: St Maria Faustina (Helena Kowalska 1907-1938). Born near Lodz, Poland and died in Krakov in
1938. She spent her life as a sister of Our Lady of Mercy, developing an intense spiritual life, rich in spiritual
gifts. In the diary of her soul, the sanctuary of her encounter with the Lord Jesus, she recounts what the
Lord worked in her for the benefit of all: that no human wretchedness could measure itself against the
mercy which ceaselessly pours forth from the heart of Jesus. St Faustina became an inspiration for a
movement dedicated to proclaiming and imploring Divine Mercy throughout the world. She was canonized
in 2000 by St John Paul II.
Saturday: St John Henry Newman (1801-1890). Born in London and died in Birmingham. He was an
Anglican clergyman and Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford for over 20 years. He became a catholic in 1845. In
1847he was ordained priest and founded the Oratory of St Philip Neri. In 1879 he was created Cardinal by
Pope Leo XII. John Henry was praised for his humility and for his care for others. He made a significant
contribution to the intellectual life of the church and was canonised 2019.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS: You can use this link to access the Sunday readings for this weekend.
https://universalis.com/20211003/mass.htm

ST MARY’S GOVERNING BODY: The Governing body are seeking to appoint a community Governor to
represent the parish of St Mary and St Paul. If you are interested in this post, please contact Mrs Claire
McMahon for further details 368 4824.

CATHOLIC CERTIFICATE IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: For Over 25 years the Catholic Certificate of Religious
Studies has enabled those responsible for passing on our Catholic Christian faith through education or
catechesis to gain a deeper knowledge of our faith. From this month the Diocese will be offering two
pathways to study CCRS. The first will be as the diocese has traditionally done it, meeting in person on a
Thursday morning at St Columba’s Parish Hall in Chester. The second pathway is an adaptation of our online
learning provision developed during the past eighteen months. The online content will be combined with
smaller tasks to do throughout the course, these will be collected and form the basis of the seminars which
we will hold in person at the end of the module. For the seminars there will be a choice of location, either a
Thursday evening in Birkenhead or a Saturday morning in Manchester. To receive further information send
an email to ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org or directly to frmichaelcoughlan@hotmail.co.uk

THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS 2023: The diocesan stage  of preparation will begin on 17th October 2021 for the
International  Synod of Bishops in 2023, on The  theme “For a synodal church; communion, participation
and mission”. The Bishops of England and Wales will work together to prepare a national response early
next year before this process then moves to the continental level.
 In October 2015, during the ceremony to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the institution of the
Synod of Bishops, Pope Francis declared that “the world in which we live, and which we are called to love
and serve, even in its contradictions , demands that the church strengthen cooperation in all areas of her
mission” The call to cooperate in the mission of the Church is addressed to the entire people of God to
contribute to the Church’s efforts towards healing “everyone of the baptized should feel involved in the
ecclesial and social change that we so greatly need. The change calls for a personal and communal
conversion that makes us see things as the Lord does”. In April 2021, Pope Francis initiated a synodal
journey of the whole people of God, to begin in October 2021 in each local Church and culminating in
October 2023 in the assembly of the Synod of Bishops.

THANKSGIVING PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SHRINE: This will take place on Monday 11th October 2021. Price
£699.00 per person sharing. Price includes sharing, return flight, 4 nights in Knock House Hotel with full
board. All entertainment and excursions. Wheelchair accessible rooms. Single supplement £100. Contact
Patricia on 01628762278 or 0774017555.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST:  £1,722. 87.
HOME MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION:  £419.90. Thank you for your generosity.
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BIDDING PRAYERS for the Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priest:
We turn to God our Father in prayer, especially for the needs of those who are vulnerable.

We pray for the Church: that God’s people will play a positive role in protecting vulnerable people
everywhere.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for all married people: may they and their children feel the compassion and love of Christ and the
community during their lives together
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who are about to be married and give thanks for the gifts received through marriage.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for all those who are assembled here: may we respect the human rights of everyone, including
children, and build God’s kingdom by showing kindness, generosity and compassion.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who are working to nurture respect and care for the environment that they will succeed
in building peace in our beautiful but often broken world.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: God our Father, we ask you to hear our prayers which we make in faith through your Son Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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