
Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time                17th October 2021
THEME: Christ’s suffering, and death is a ransom for many.
Christ’s great love for us is shown in the way he has prepared to pay the debt of our sin with his own life.
Through his agony and death, we are brought back and saved. However cruelly we are treated in life,
however severely tempted, we know that Christ our brother has been in this place too; so that he
understands, sympathises and has the power to bring resurrection into every deadly, impossible situation

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm. Thursday 9-00am
St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon, Weds, 9-00am. Saturday 10-00am
St Paul’s school Tuesday 9-00am.

                           All Saints Catholic College Friday 11-30am
St Mary’s: Tuesday 10-15 am Requiem mass for Bill Johnson. 

RECENT BAPTISM: Cobie-David Savill-Lister was welcomed into God’s family last Sunday.  

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass, please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Mark: 10:35-45.   T.S.Eliot once  said .’Most of the trouble in the world is caused by
wanting to be important.’ This observation could undoubtedly be applied to James and John. Their thirst
for ambition stirred up resentment and indignation among the disciples. Quite what was going on in their
hearts is hard to figure out, it was not a particularly edifying kind of ambition. We must nevertheless
remember that not all ambition is wrong. Parents are ambitious for their children. We can be proud of our
work; we are proud to be associated with our football team, our school. Such pride is human and
understandable. Is this true of our ambition or is it not?
Christ points out through the scriptures that selfish ambition is sinful. In due time James wrote many years
later “If you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exists, there will be disorder and every vile practice”. James 3:15-16
So, there is no doubt that ambition of the kind displayed by the disciples was not noble or impressive.
What then is the right type of ambition? We are called to be ambitious to grow in holiness and be
ambitious for the kingdom of God: for the spread of the Gospel and the growth of Christ‘s kingdom on
earth. The only true riches are those that make us rich in virtue. Therefore, if you want to be rich, beloved,
love true riches. “If you aspire to the heights of real honour, strive to reach the kingdom of heaven. If you
value rank and renown, hasten to be enrolled in the heavenly court of the angels”. St Gregory the Great

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS: You can use this link to access the Sunday readings for this weekend.
https://universalis.com/20211017/mass.htm
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FEASTS OF THE WEEK: Monday St Luke the E vangelist. According to early Christian tradition Luke, is the
author of the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. It is held with certainty, that he was a Gentile and a
companion of St Paul. He wrote his Gospel to reassure all those who had grown uncertain towards the end
of the 1st century. He teaches that the compassion of Christ is inclusive of all: Gentile and Jew, the poor
and the rich, women and men, the outcast and the privileged.
Tuesday St Peter of Alcantara. St Peter was a Franciscan of the Stricter Observance, confessor and spiritual
director to St Theresa of Avila. He wrote a stricter form of the Franciscan Rule for use in the friary he
established at Pedrosa. He was chosen as a patron of Shrewsbury Cathedral.

ST MARY’S GOVERNING BODY: Father Oliver is pleased to announce that Susanna Meadowcroft has
accepted his invitation to represent the wider community on the Governing body. Susanna was an elected
parent Governor in the past and is a member of the teaching staff at All Saints Catholic College.  

THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS: Attitudes for participating in the Synodal process: The following are attitudes
that enable genuine listening and dialogue as we participate in the Synodal Process. Being synodal requires
time for sharing. We are invited to speak with authentic courage and honesty in order to integrate freedom,
truth and charity. Everyone can grow in understanding through dialogue.
Humility in listening must correspond to courage in speaking:  Everyone has the right to be heard, just as
everyone has the right to speak. Synodal dialogue depends on courage both in speaking and in listening. It
is not about engaging in a debate to convince others. Rather it is in welcoming what others say as a way by
which the Holy Spirit can speak for the good of all.   (1 Corinthians 12:7 )
Dialogue leads to newness: we must be willing to change our opinions based on what we have heard from
others.
Openness to conversion and change: We can be resistant to what the Holy Spirit is trying to inspire us to
undertake. We are called to abandon attitudes of compliancy and comfort that lead us to make decisions
purely on the basis of how things have been done in the past.
Synods are ecclesial exercise in discernment: Discernment is based on the conviction that God is at work in
the world, and we are called to listen to what the spirit suggests to us.
We are signs of a Church that listens and journeys: By listening, the Church follows the example of God
himself, who listens to the cry of his people. The Synodal Process provides us with the opportunity to open
ourselves to listen in an authentic way: without resorting to ready made answers or preformulated
judgments.
Leave behind prejudices and stereotypes: We can be weighed down by our weakness and sinfulness. The
first step towards listening is freeing our minds and hearts from prejudices   and stereotypes that lead us on
the wrong path, towards ignorance and division.
Overcome the scourge of clericalism. The Church is the Body of Christ filled with different charisms in
which each member has a unique role to play amidst the holy people of God. We are all interdependent on
one another and we all share an equal dignity. In the image of Christ, true power is service. Synodality calls
upon pastors to listen attentively to the flock entrusted to their care, just as it calls the laity to freely and
honestly express their views. Everyone listens to one another out of love, in a spirit of communion and our
common mission. Thus, the power of the Holy Spirit is manifested in manifold ways in and through the
entire people of God.   (To be continued)

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY:  Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday, when the Holy Father invites Catholics to
contribute to a special collection for Missio, his charity for world mission. Please support Missio in helping
missionaries to work along side communities, throughout the world that are poor or in need, regardless of
their background or belief.

SECOND COLLECTION:  Today, for the building fund.  Next weekend, World Mission Sunday.



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priest: As we await with longing the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, dear brothers and sisters, let us with
renewed devotion beseech his mercy, that, as he came into the world to bring the Good News to the poor
and to heal the contrite of heart, so in our own time, also, he may bring salvation to all in need.

We pray for God’s holy Church:  may she shine out as a light to the nations and the universal sacrament of
salvation.
Lord, in your mercy

We pray for Francis our Pope, Mark our Bishop, and the holy, faithful People of God in the Diocese of
Shrewsbury:  that the celebration of this Synod may help us to discern God’s will and to  carry it out boldly.
Lord, in your mercy

We pray for all civil and public authorities:  that they may always seek the common good, acting with justice
and integrity.
Lord, in your mercy

We pray for the sick, the lonely, the oppressed, and the suffering:  that they may never be discarded, but
rather treasured and cared for as the face of Christ in a suffering world.
Lord, in your mercy

We pray for ourselves, gathered here:  that this Synodal Process may lead us ever deeper into the
communion of the Church, foster our participation in it, and equip us to go out on mission.
Lord, in your mercy

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: O God, our refuge and our strength, hear the prayers of your Church, for you yourself are the source
of all devotion, and grant, we pray, that what we ask in faith we may truly obtain. Through Christ our Lord.
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