
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                         24th October 2021
THEME: Jesus gives sight to the blind.
Christ was able to restore both physical sight and spiritual vision, fulfilling the prophet Jerimiah’s prophecy
of the manifestation of God’s parental love for all his children. Through faith we can begin to see spiritual
truths more clearly; we become sensitised to God’s working through his creation. As we share such a
vision, we are given the privilege of being co-workers with Christ in the healing of the world.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm. Thursday 9-00am
St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon, Tuesday Weds, Friday 9-00am. Saturday 10-00am

RECENT BAPTISM: Erica May Shaw, Imogen Sky Shaw, Miley Faye Jayne Nixon were welcomed into God’s
family last weekend.  

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass, please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Mark 10: 46-52   We do not know what made Bartimeaus blind, but when we meet
him, he strikes us as  loud-mouthed, bitter and aggressive. He certainly antagonises some of the crowd,
who tell him to be quiet. His cry sounds hard, and full of unresolved resentment at his condition. He
demands that everyone should be sorry for him, for he feels so sorry for himself.
We might expect Jesus to go running over to him straight away and put things right by making him see. But
Jesus understands that the blindness is only part of the problem.  Healing will only happen to Bartimaeus’
personality when he starts to reach out from himself and humble his heart to admit his need to ask for
help, instead of nursing his self-pity. (In treatment for addiction, healing begins when the addiction is
admitted and the need for help is acknowledged.)
Jesus sends instructions for the man to make the first move and approach him, and at the invitation
Barrimeaus jumps up – he even flings off his cloak in his excitement. When he gets to Jesus there is a
significant silence before Jesus prompts him to express his need. It comes out in a new, reverent and
respectful manner, straightforward, and simply put. This changed attitude is an important part of the
healing: his raw, desperate longing is fulfilled as he receives both sight and self-respect.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS: You can use this link to access the Sunday readings for this weekend. 
https://universalis.com/20211024/mass.htm
FEAST OF THE WEEK:  Wednesday St Winifred. Very little is known about the life of St Winifred, except
that she lived in the 6th or 7th century near Holywell, North Wales. According to one version of her life,
she was beheaded by a prince whose advances she refused, and springs of water sprang up at that place of
her martyrdom, she was however restored to life by her uncle St Beuno and lived the rest of her life as a
nun. Her cult has been widespread since the Middle Ages centred at Shrewsbury where her remains were
enshrined in 1138 and her well at Holywell, which has remained a place of healing and pilgrimage through
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penal times to the present day.
Thursday St Charles Borromeo. 1538-1584. Charles was born in Arona (Italy) and died in Milan. He was

only twenty-two when he was appointed a Cardinal, secretary of state and given the administration of the
diocese of Milan by his uncle Pius IV. He was a prominent figure at the final sessions of the Council of Trent
during 1562 and 1563. At the conclusion of the council, he was ordained a priest and bishop. As Archbishop
of Milan. Charles became known for implementing the Councils reforms in Liturgy, education, priestly
formation and diocesan organisation. He is remembered as an exemplary and pastoral bishop and an
ardent proponent of reform and renewal.

THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS: Attitudes for participating in the Synodal process: The following are attitudes
that enable genuine listening and dialogue as we participate in the Synodal Process. Being synodal requires
time for sharing. We are invited to speak with authentic courage and honesty in order to integrate freedom,
truth and charity. Everyone can grow in understanding through dialogue.
Humility in listening must correspond to courage in speaking:  Everyone has the right to be heard, just as
everyone has the right to speak. Synodal dialogue depends on courage both in speaking and in listening. It
is not about engaging in a debate to convince others. Rather it is in welcoming what others say as a way by
which the Holy Spirit can speak for the good of all.  1 Corinthians 12:7
Dialogue leads to newness: we must be willing to change our opinions based on what we have heard from
others.
Openness to conversion and change: We can be resistant to what the Holy Spirit is trying to inspire us to
undertake. We are called to abandon attitudes of compliancy and comfort that lead us to make decisions
purely on the basis of how things have been done in the past.
Synods are ecclesial exercise in discernment: Discernment is based on the conviction that God is at work in
the world, and we are called to listen to what the spirit suggests to us.
We are signs of a Church that listens and journeys: By listening, the Church follows the example of God
himself, who listens to the cry of his people. The Synodal Process provides us with the opportunity to open
ourselves to listen in an authentic way: without resorting to ready made answers or preformulated
judgments.
Leave behind prejudices and stereotypes: We can be weighed down by our weakness and sinfulness. The
first step towards listening is freeing our minds and hearts from prejudices   and stereotypes that lead us on
the wrong path, towards ignorance and division.
Overcome the scourge of clericalism. The Church is the Body of Christ filled with different charisms in
which each member has a unique role to play amidst the holy people of God . We are all interdependent on
one another and we all share an equal dignity. In the image of Christ, true power is service. Synodality calls
upon pastors to listen attentively to the flock entrusted to their care, just as it calls the laity to freely and
honestly express their views. Everyone listens to one another out of love, in a spirit of communion and our
common mission. Thus, the power of the Holy Spirit is manifested in manifold ways in and through the
entire people of God.
Cure the virus of self-sufficiency: We are all in the same boat. Together we form the Body of Christ. Setting
aside the mirage of self-sufficiency we are able to learn from each other, journey together, and be of
service to one another. We can build bridges beyond walls that sometimes threaten to separate us - age,
gender, wealth, ability, education etc.
Overcoming ideologies: We must avoid the risk of giving greater importance to ideas than to the reality of
the life of faith that people live in a concrete way.
Give rise to hope: Doing what is right and true does not seek to attract attention or make headlines, but
rather aims at being faithful to God and serving His people. We are called to be beacons of hope, not
prophets of doom.
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY: World mission Sunday is being celebrated in every Catholic parish around the
world today! It supports missionaries who work along side communities that are poor or in need,
regardless of their background or belief. By supporting Missio, the Pope’s charity for world mission, you will
help missionaries to share the love of Christ with those in need. Please pray for the mission of the Church
throughout the world and give generously to this important SECOND COLLECTION.



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priest: On this day focused on the proclamation of the Good News to the world, we your priestly people prayfor our needs, the needs of our community and the needs of the world.We pray for the Pope, bishops and priests, that the Lord will strengthen them in faith as they show thecompassion of Christ to the world.
Lord, hear us.We pray for all missionaries, men and women, dedicated to sharing the Gospel of Jesus with those whohave not yet received it: may they be given the courage to persevere in their mission.
Lord, hear us.We pray for those who have not yet received the Good News of Jesus Christ: may we obey his call to goforth to reach all those in need of the compassion of Christ.
Lord, hear us.We pray for those who support missionary efforts of the Church throughout the world: may theycontinue to share the missionary spirit of our Christian faith
Lord, hear usWe pray for those who are suffering, grieving, and anxious: help us to strive together as a family ofmany nations to help those in greatest need.
Lord, hear usWe pray for our own special needs.We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed isthe fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hourof our death. Amen.
Priest: Father of Mercies, hear the prayers of the family which you have gathered, and in your mercyand compassion answer them. We ask all our prayers through Christ, our Lord. Amen
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