
Fifteenth  Sunday in Ordinary Time                           11th July  2021
THEME: We have been chosen to work for his glory.
Even before the world was made, God’s mind encompassed you and me, and our individual parts in his
great redemptive plan. We are created solely for him, and all material worries fade as we lean on the God
who loves , guides and supports us sending us, if we only listen,  to the right place  at the right time.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm, Thurs 10-00am.
                         St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am,11-00am. Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri 9-00am.

     Sat 10-00am

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The second half of St Mary’s year 4 celebrated their first Communion on
Saturday July 10th.

RECENT BAPTISMS: Fia Angel Evans.  Ozzy Joe Evans. Harvey Andrew and Alfie Thomas  Crozier. Betty Dee
Tatlow.  Nathan Nesochukwy Arinze

RECENT DEATH: Elsie Olga Maguire: We offer our sympathy to all her family and friends.

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com.  (We never turn anybody away but we have to follow the guide lines)

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Mark 6:7-13 This sending out of the twelve in pairs to preach repentance, and to
heal, would have been in some sense a practice run for their commission after Pentecost. It would also
have spread the news of the imminence of God’s kingdom being established on earth. Jesus instructions to
them, as to us, are clear, practical and uncomplicated.
The point is not that we should all leave our families and set off in sandals without any spare clothes,
rather we need to spend time in the quietness of Christ’s presence to listen to the instructions he has for
us!

ATTENDANCE AT LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS: For the Celebration of Holy  Baptism: 30 people. For the
clebration of the Holy Sacrament of Marriage: 30 people. For the celebration of Requiem Mass:  St Mary’s
54 people. St Paul’s  50 people.

ST MARY & ST PAUL PARISH ACCOUNT: The parish accounts have been amalgamated, and the account
name is now St Mary & St Paul. You don’t have to anything if you have a standing order in place, these
have been updated automatically. If you write a cheque, please remember to make it out to St Mary & St
Paul. If you make an online donation, you will need to use the following Sort Code and Account Number, to
make sure it goes through: SRCDT-No 234025 St Mary & St Paul, 30-15-52 54596168

ST MARY’S & ST PAUL’S NEWSLETTERThe R.C. Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity
Parish Priest: Father Oliver O’Doherty 29 Zetland St, Dukinfield, Cheshire SK16 4EJ

Website: stmaryandstpaul.org.uk                   Email: o.odoherty@ntlworld.com
Telephone:  0161 330 2424
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The diocese have requested that parishioners be advised not to write out cheques to St Mary’s parish
account or St Paul’s Parish account as they are closed.
SEA SUNDAY: Today is sea Sunday when the Church prays for all those who live and work at Sea. Today’s
second collection is for Stella Maris (Apostleship of the Sea), the Catholic  Church’s official maritime
agency. It supports seafarers both practically  and spiritually. Seafarers are extremely important to this
country. 90%of goods that come here arrive by ship. That is much of the food we eat, the equipment in our
hospitals, our phones , cars, petrol, just about everything.
Seafarers work long shifts, seven days a week, often for nine months at a time . In these times of pandemic
many haven’t been home for over a year. They are far away from their family and loved ones, always at sea
or a stranger in a foreign land.
For hundreds of seafarers a ship visit from Stella Maris provides critical support. Stella Maris chaplains and
volunteers are working in ports up and down this country and across the world. This weekend they will be
visiting seafarers as usual. They will welcome the stranger, in line with Jesus instruction in today’s Gospel.
In the good times, they provide seafarers with faith resources, warm clothing, SIM cards, so they can talk to
their families back home, and help them to get to confession or Mass or to the local shops.
But they can’t do it without your support. Your prayers  and generous donations ensure Stella Maris can
continue to welcome the strangers in our ports, and be there for the seafarers  when they need assistance.

ST PAUL’S FIRST COMMUNION: The present year 4 children will celebrate their first Holy  Communion on
Saturday September 4th  9-30 am

SHREWSBURY YOUTH MISSION TEAM: Introducing holiday club online: We are excited to announce this
week of fun, activities, games and prayer happening in August. It is for young people in years 5-7. All are
welcome to join.  For further information email youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org

SECOND COLLECTION:  Today:  Apostleship of the Sea.

RED BOXES: The red boxes are due to be opened.  Please bring them to church. If that is not possible
please call Margaret on 339 4177 or Gerry 882 9236

OFFERTORYCOLLECTIONS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE:  £1,987.47.  Thank you for your generosity.

LONELINESS:  It is a terrible affliction. St Theresa of Calcutta once said, “Loneliness and the feeling of being
unwanted is the most terrible type of poverty”.  On his sixty-fifth birthday, H.G Wells admitted, “I am sixty
five and I am lonely and have never found peace”. At the hight of her fame and popularity , adored by
audiences throughout Europe, the ballet dancer Isadora Duncan said, “I have never been alone but that my
heart did ache, my eyes filled with tears and my hands tremble for a peace and a joy that I never found”.
Indeed, as the poet John Milton pointed out, Loneliness was the first thing that god noted when he said “it
is not good that the man snould be alone”. Genesis ch.2 v18
We are all by nature social creatures. We do not need to be lonely because the Holy Spirit teaches us that
God is always with us. When no one else is listening, God listens. When we have no one to talk to, we can
always talk to God. When there is no one else to help us deal with a need or expectation that goes beyond
human capacity for hope, God will help us.
The late Cardinal Nguyen Van Thuan , a prisoner for thirteen  years  in a Vietnamese re-education camp,
nine of them spent in solitary confinement, left a precious little book, Prayer of Hope. In a situation that
seemed to be utterly hopeless, the fact he could listen to God and speak to him became for him an
increasing power of hope, which enabled him, after his release , to become a beacon of hope.
In all the times when life gets on top of us and our situation seems too hard to bear, the words of Jesus
bring us great comfort  and consolation.
“Come to me, all you who are weary and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me , for I am gentle and humble of heart, and you will find rest for your souls . For my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light”. Matthew 11:28-30.
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BIDDING PRAYERS for the Fifteenth  Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priest: 
Having welcomed the Word of God in faith, let us offer our prayers to God.

Let us pray for the Church, for Pope Francis, Bishops, Priests,  Deacons and for all those who are chaplains ,
ship visitors and volunteers of Stella Maris.
Lord, hear us.

Let us pray for all those who govern us , that God may grant them wisdom and compassion.
Lord, hear us.

Let us pray that governments and international bodies may enact and enforce laws that promote the
welfare of seafarers and fishers, whose rights and dignity are too often overlooked. .
Lord, hear us.

Let us pray for all those seafarers whose toil on far-off oceans is vital and yet so rarely noticed, as they
work hard to transport the worlds goods and to provide income for their own families. .
Lord, hear us

Jesus sent the disciples out in pairs to anoint sick people with oil and cure them. Let us pray for those who
are sick, for those who have been injured in accidents onboard ships, for those who are ill-treated and
frightened at sea or on land, and for the sick of our own parish.
Lord, hear us

Let us pray for our own parish community and for everyone living in our area, especially for anyone who is
in need.  We remember all seafarers and fishers and their families and ask God to comfort those who feel
lonely and far from loved ones.
Lord, hear us
We pray for our own special needs.
We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say Hail Mary.

Priest: Father in your mercy, accept the prayers we make for ourselves and our neighbours, especially
those who work at sea. Through Christ our Lord Amen



The Readings: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon
As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; I shall
be filled with the vision of glory.

Reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos 7:12-
15
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to Amos, ‘Go
away, seer;’ get back to the land of Judah; earn
your bread there, do your prophesying there. We
want no more prophesying in Bethel; this is the
royal sanctuary, the national temple.’ ‘I was no
prophet, neither did I belong to any of the
brotherhoods of prophets,’ Amos replied to
Amaziah ‘I was a shepherd, and looked after
sycamores: but it was the Lord who took me from
herding the flock, and the Lord who said, “Go,
prophesy to my people Israel.”’

Psalm 122
Response: Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give
us your saving help.

I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
  A voice that speaks of peace, peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
  And his glory will dwell in our land. Response

Mercy and faithfulness have met;
  Justice and peace have embraced,
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
  And justice look down from heaven. Response

The Lord will make us prosper
  And our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
  And peace shall follow his steps. Response

Reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
1:3-14
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of
heaven in Christ. Before the world was made, he
chose us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and
spotless, and to live through love in his presence,
determining that we should become his adopted
sons, through Jesus Christ for his own kind
purposes, to make us praise the glory of his grace,

his free gift to us in the Beloved, in whom, through
his blood, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of
our sins. Such is the richness of the grace which he
has showered on us in all wisdom and insight. He
has let us know the mystery of his purpose, the
hidden plan he so kindly made in Christ from the
beginning to act upon when the times had run their
course to the end: that he would bring everything
together under Christ, as head, everything in the
heavens and everything on earth. And it is in him
that we were claimed as God’s own, chosen from
the beginning, under the predetermined plan of the
one who guides all things as he decides by his own
will; chosen to be, for his greater glory, the people
who would put their hopes in Christ before he
came. Now you too, in him, have heard the
message of the truth and the good news of your
salvation, and have believed it; and you too have
been stamped with the seal of the Holy Spirit of the
Promise, the pledge of our inheritance which brings
freedom for those whom God has taken for his
own, to make his glory praised. In view of the
extraordinary nature of these revelations, to stop
me from getting too proud I was given a thorn in
the flesh, an angel of Satan to beat me and stop me
from getting too proud! About this thing, I have
pleaded with the Lord three times for it to leave
me, but he has said, ‘My grace is enough for you:
my power is at its best in weakness.’ So I shall be
very happy to make my weaknesses my special
boast so that the power of Christ may stay over me,
and that is why I am quite content with my
weaknesses, and with insults, hardships,
persecutions, and the agonies I go through for
Christ’s sake. For it is when I am weak that I am
strong.

Alleluia, alleluia! Your words are spirit, Lord, and
they are life; you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
6:7-13
Jesus made a tour round the villages, teaching.
Then he summoned the Twelve and began to send
them out in pairs giving them authority over the
unclean spirits. And he instructed them to take
nothing for the journey except a staff – no bread,
no haversack, no coppers for their purses. They



were to wear sandals but, he added, ‘Do not take a
spare tunic.’ And he said to them, ‘If you enter a
house anywhere, stay there until you leave the
district. And if any place does not welcome you and
people refuse to listen to you, as you walk away
shake off the dust from under your feet as a sign to
them.’ So they set off to preach repentance; and
they cast out many devils, and anointed many sick
people with oil and cured them.

Communion Antiphon
The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest
for her young; by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my
King and my God.  Blessed are they who dwell in
your house, for ever singing your praise.

Gloria:
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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