
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary                       15th August 2021
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven reveals that what God begins, he brings to
completion.  In predestining her to be the Mother of the Saviour, the Lord prepared her through the
Immaculate Conception, which preserved her from original sin.  Grace continued to expand and flower
within her, giving her strength to stand by Jesus on the cross.  She was preserved from the corruption of
the tomb and enjoys already a bodily participation in the glory of Christ in heaven.  From there, she prays
for us – that grace may come to perfection in us, and that we may share in her glory with Jesus.    From
Magnificat August 2021

Come let us adore the King of kings; today his Virgin Mother was taken up to heaven.

MASS TIMES:     St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm.                           St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am.
Please book with John Storey, email john.storey6@btopenworld.com

FR TOM RYAN: We thank Fr Tom Ryan who has celebrated the weekend masses for us whilst Fr Oliver has
been away.  Please remember to pray for Fr Tom, all the SMA Fathers and for the work that they do.

THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION: Today we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption with its many images
that can prompt meditation. From the Orthodox Church comes another name for the Assumption: the
Dormition of Mary. The word dormition means sleep; icons portray Mary as falling asleep in the Lord. With
roles reversed, Christ holds her wrapped in a burial sheet as if she were a new-born child. Christians
remember how she held him, wrapped in swaddling clothes, newly born into this life. “Your grave and
death,” they sing on August 15, “could not keep the Mother of Life.”  From the Old Testament come the
echoes of Hannah’s song in Mary’s Magnificat. Hannah knew first-hand what it meant for the needy to be
raised up. Her barrenness was not only the source of private grief, but also brought public taunting from
her husband’s other wife, who was fertile. She knew too the joy of conceiving a child, as Mary has just
done, and the subsequent praise that wells up to God. Because of her personal experience, she understood
God’s faithfulness to all humanity. The bond between Mary and Elizabeth touches a chord in contemporary
women’s spirituality. Mary turns to Elizabeth because she knows the older woman will understand. As she
walked the many arduous miles to Judah, she must have wondered about Gabriel’s words ringing in her
ears. She is barely across the threshold when Elizabeth explains: her salutation to the “mother of my
Lord” before Jesus’ birth carries a clarity about his identity that many of the disciples who lived with the
grown man missed completely. Elizabeth’s response proves that Mary’s instincts were right. In her
confusion, she goes to a sympathetic woman who will nurture and affirm, not to an authority figure who
might well scoff or question. Anyone who has found the warm empathy or large embrace of an older
woman will nod in recognition at the familiarity of today’s gospel scene.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the vigil mass on Saturday evening at St Paul’s and before
the Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

RECENT DEATH: John Lord, please remember John, his family, and friends in your prayers.  His funeral will
be on 23rd August.  May he rest in peace.

ST MARY’S & ST PAUL’S NEWSLETTERThe R.C. Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity
Parish Priest: Father Oliver O’Doherty 29 Zetland St, Dukinfield, Cheshire SK16 4EJ

Website: stmaryandstpaul.org.uk                   Email: o.odoherty@ntlworld.com
Telephone:  0161 330 2424
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CONGRATULATIONS: This week the A Level results were published and there were some outstanding
results amongst those for the pupils of All Saints.  Well done to all the students and to those who have
supported them through their school lives, especially in this period of pandemic. Congratulations and good
luck for the future.

FROM THE GENERAL AUDIENCE WITH BENEDICT XVI, WEDNESDAY 16th AUGUST 2006: Today, our
customary weekly Wednesday appointment is again taking place in the atmosphere of the Solemnity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary's Assumption. I would therefore like to ask you to turn your gaze once again to our
heavenly Mother, whom yesterday's liturgy helped us to contemplate triumphant with Christ in Heaven. 
Since the first centuries of Christianity, the Christian people has always found this feast deeply stirring; as is
well known, it celebrates the glorification, also in body, of that creature whom God chose as Mother and
whom Jesus on the Cross gave as Mother to the whole of humanity. The Assumption evokes a mystery
that concerns each one of us because, as the Second Vatican Council affirms, Mary "shines forth on earth...
a sign of certain hope and comfort to the pilgrim People of God" (Lumen Gentium, n. 68). 
However, taken up by the events of each day, one can sometimes forget this comforting spiritual reality
that constitutes an important truth of faith; so how can it be ensured that this luminous sign of hope is
ever more clearly perceived by all of us and by contemporary society? 
Some people today live as if they never had to die or as if, with death, everything were over; others, who
hold that man is the one and only author of his own destiny, behave as though God did not exist, and at
times they even reach the point of denying that there is room for him in our world.  Yet, the great
breakthroughs of technology and science that have considerably improved humanity's condition leave
unresolved the deepest searchings of the human soul.  Only openness to the mystery of God, who is Love,
can quench the thirst for truth and happiness in our hearts; only the prospect of eternity can give authentic
value to historical events and especially to the mystery of human frailty, suffering and death.  By
contemplating Mary in heavenly glory, we understand that the earth is not the definitive homeland for us
either, and that if we live with our gaze fixed on eternal goods, we will one day share in this same glory and
the earth will become more beautiful. 
Consequently, we must not lose our serenity and peace even amid the thousands of daily difficulties. The
luminous sign of Our Lady taken up into Heaven shines out even more brightly when sad shadows of
suffering and violence seem to loom on the horizon.  We may be sure of it: from on high, Mary follows our
footsteps with gentle concern, dispels the gloom in moments of darkness and distress, reassures us with
her motherly hand.  Supported by awareness of this, let us continue confidently on our path of Christian
commitment wherever Providence may lead us. Let us forge ahead in our lives under Mary's guidance.
Thank you.

COVID-19 ROUTEMAP FOR ST MARY’S & ST PAUL’S PARISH.  The arrangements continue as follows:
1. Face masks must be worn
2. Book a place by emailing john.storey6@btopenworld.com
3. Sanitise your hands on entry
4. Social distancing remains in place with every other pew inaccessible
5. There will be no singing
6. Holy Communion will be distributed after the priest has received Holy Communion. Parishioners
will approach the altar by the centre aisle in single file, returning to their seats by the side aisles.
7. Baptisms have resumed, for one family only at a time.
10.  Numbers for funerals and weddings will be restricted only by the capacity of the churches.

The safety of all will be our top priority. If you have any concerns about the above, please contact John
Storey in the first instance. John.storey6@btopenworld.com

FATHER OLIVER will be returning from his summer break on Saturday August 28th.  He has been in touch
to say he is enjoying his break and playing lots of golf!  There will be no newsletter next week.

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
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The Readings for the Feast of the Assumption

Entrance Antiphon
A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with
the sun, and the moon beneath her feet, and on her
head a crown of twelve stars.

Reading from the Book of Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-
6a,10ab
The sanctuary of God in heaven opened and the ark of
the covenant could be seen inside it. 
  Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman,
adorned with the sun, standing on the moon, and with
the twelve stars on her head for a crown. She was
pregnant, and in labour, crying aloud in the pangs of
childbirth. Then a second sign appeared in the sky, a
huge red dragon which had seven heads and ten horns,
and each of the seven heads crowned with a coronet. Its
tail dragged a third of the stars from the sky and
dropped them to the earth, and the dragon stopped in
front of the woman as she was having the child, so that
he could eat it as soon as it was born from its mother.
The woman brought a male child into the world, the son
who was to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre, and
the child was taken straight up to God and to his throne,
while the woman escaped into the desert, where God
had made a place of safety ready.
  Then I heard a voice shout from heaven, ‘Victory and
power and empire for ever have been won by our God,
and all authority for his Christ.’

Psalm 44
Response: On your right stands the queen, in garments
of gold.

The daughters of kings are among your loved ones.
 On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir.
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words:
 Forget your own people and your father’s house.
Response

So will the king desire your beauty:
 He is your lord, pay homage to him.
They are escorted amid gladness and joy;
 They pass within the palace of the king. Response

A Reading from the letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
15:20-27
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of
all who have fallen asleep. Death came through one
man and in the same way the resurrection of the dead
has come through one man. Just as all men die in Adam,
so all men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of
them in their proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and
then, after the coming of Christ, those who belong to
him. After that will come the end, when he hands over
the kingdom to God the Father, having done away with

every sovereignty, authority and power. For he must be
king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and
the last of the enemies to be destroyed is death, for
everything is to be put under his feet.

Alleluia, alleluia! Mary has been taken up into heaven;
all the choirs of angels are rejoicing. Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 1:39-
56
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town
in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s
house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud
cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be
honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For
the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in
my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed
that the promise made her by the Lord would be
fulfilled.’
  And Mary said:
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord
and my spirit exults in God my saviour;
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid.
Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me
blessed,
for the Almighty has done great things for me.
Holy is his name,
and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who
fear him.
He has shown the power of his arm,
he has routed the proud of heart.
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and
exalted the lowly.
The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent
empty away.
He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of
his mercy
– according to the promise he made to our ancestors –
of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for
ever.’
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and
then went back home.

Communion Antiphon
All generations will call me blessed, for he who is mighty
has done great things for me.



Gloria:
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen


