
Feast of All Saints                                                   31st October 2021
THEME: The sanctified brethren
Today we celebrate the feast of the Sanctified brethren. Not a small sect in an imaginary town, but a great
many men and women and children, the faithful of Jesus Christ.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm. Thursday 9-00am
St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon, Tuesday Weds, Friday 9-00am. Saturday 10-00am
All Saints:  Tuesday 2-00pm. Remembrance mass.

RECENT BAPTISM: Freddie John Dixon and Oliver Peter Lambert Roach, were welcomed into God’s family
last weekend.  
ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass, please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Matthew 5: 1-12   In today’s Gospel we have Jesus’ charter for his kingdom, The
Beatitudes, a list of qualities which characterise the sanctified brethren. When we listen to them, we can
put faces to the virtues. We remember these people whose simplicity and littleness shine like light in a
world of darkness. The gentle folk whose energetic non-violence will never win violence medals. Those
who cry and mourn their loss because they have tasted the presence of love. The ones who hunger for
what is right and who stay hungry until what is right becomes a reality. Those who can scandalise us with
their mercy because they exclude no one from its embrace.
The people who have an undivided heart, whose loyalty to God is never in question. Those who not only
look for peace but do everything in their power to make peace and build a kingdom among the ruins. The
faithful, who are not fair-weather Christians but who suffer persecution for the sake of the kingdom and
who still manage to smile at their persecutors. Those who are snarled at for their beliefs and who meet
abuse with a blessing, who sing a song of the Lord for their captors.
These people are among us. They are the same as the saints that Paul addresses, the faithful of Jesus
Christ. They are real people whose stories may never be told and whose goodness may never be
celebrated. We celebrate them today and we bless them in the name of the Lord.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS: You can use this link to access the Sunday readings for this weekend. 
https://universalis.com/20211031/mass.htm

FEAST OF THE WEEK:  Last Thursday we celebrated the feast of Simon and Jude. According to tradition they
both preached the gospel in Mesopotamia and Persia. Jude is named in Luke’s Gospel and the acts of the
Apostles, Matthew and Mark called him Thaddaeus. Due to the shame and disgrace associated with Judas
Iscariot, his name has been shortened to Jude. Apart from appearing in the list of Jesus’ apostles, his only
mention in the Gospels is when he asked Jesus at the Last supper why he intended to show himself only to
the Apostles. (John 14:22). Simon is called the Zealot. Zealots were a Jewish sect that represented an
extreme of Jewish nationalism. From the messianic promise in the Old Testament that the Jews were to be
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a free and independent nation. God alone was their king, and the domination of the Romans was
blasphemy.
Tradition informs us that Simon (sawn in half) and Jude (beheaded) were martyred on the same day. They
both laid down their lives for Christ and while they may not be as well known to us as other apostles, the
Church was built on their shoulders and upon the witness of their lives

THE SYNOD OF BISHOP’S: The time has come for us to start reflecting on what Pope Francis calls Lived
Synodality or, more simply, Journeying Together.  The Pope has asked the whole Catholic World, including
us, to reflect on our Journeying Together and Bishop Mark has proposed three questions, which I have
copied below.  Please reflect on at least one of these over the coming week and drop me a note with your
reflections.  I’ll repeat this request for a few weeks, so you can reflect on each question separately for at
least a week.  I need to gather all feedback by the end of November, to send back to Bishop Mark. 
Question 1. Communion: In what ways has the unity of our parishes in faith and charity, above all in
Eucharistic communion, been strengthened or weakened by the experience of the past two years?  Have
we grown in our desire for the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist?
Question 2. Participation: What has the experience of this time taught us about participation in the life of
the Church?
Question 3.  Mission: What have been the fruits of this time for mission to those outside the life of our
parishes and especially those n the margins of society?

NOVEMBER A TIME OF SPECIAL REMEMBRANCE: It is the month during which we remember the members
of our immediate families, our friends,  communities, people of our parishes and all those who have no one
to remember them. They have gone home to be with God forever and we pray that we will join them again.
The month of November is gloomy when darkness encloses us, and daylight is short. Outdoor work is at a
minimum Growth almost comes to a standstill, no more grass cutting and yet the seeds in the ground do
not die but   rest until the spring.  Nature takes its time.
How often do we say life is a mystery and death perhaps a greater one? Nevertheless,  both creep into our
consciousness as we try to work out the wonder of our lives and of those we know. How often do you hear
people say they died before their time, or they could have had many more years? The questions is, could he
or she? Is there a fixed time for us on this earth? We do not have the answer. In the Psalm we read “Our
span is seventy years or eighty for those who are strong” “We do not know the day or the hour” and “we
do not know the time and place” What we do know is that God will call all of us out of this world. Saying
“Come you blessed of my Father into the room I have prepared for you from the foundation of the world”
In the preface of the mass we read “Life is changed not ended” St Paul teaches, “we want you to be quite
certain about those who have died to make sure that you do not grieve about them like the people who
have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and that it will be the same for those who have
died in Jesus. God will bring them to himself” God is faithful to his promises. Jesus says to each of us
intimately, “I have loved you with an everlasting love. You are mine and I will never forget you” It is always
good to pray for the dead.

MASSES OF REMEMBRANCE: Tuesday is the feast of the Holy Souls. Remembrance envelopes are on the
church table for your personal use to put the names of those who you wish to be remembered in the Holy
Souls masses during the month of November. Please return the envelope and put it in the box next to the
lectern. It is a Catholic tradition to put a stipend in the envelope.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY: Tameside Council have granted permission to the British Legion to hold the
remembrance service at Dukinfield Cenotaph Chapel Hill at 3-00pm on Remembrance Sunday.

COVID REMEMBRANCE MASS: This will be celebrated, for all those who died due to COVID, on Saturday
November 27th at 10-00am.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: This year we are supporting the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal.  There



are some leaflets at the back of each Church – please pick one up and follow the instructions, bringing any
donations back to Church.  If you don’t get a leaflet (there are only a few!) please use the following link to
get more details.  Operation Christmas Child (samaritans-purse.org.uk)

CLERGY TRAINING FUND: Second collection next Sunday.

Bidding Prayers for the Feast of All Saints
Priest: 
As a community of prayer let us use this time to bring before our loving Father all the intentions of the
world, society and the Church.

We pray for the Pope, bishops and priests, may the Lord give them the strength to lead God’s people
bravely and courageously.
Lord, hear us.

We pray those who head our government: that our leaders will always be guided by real concern for those
less well off than themselves.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those in our schools, colleges and universities: may they be blessed in their learning and
formation.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for married couples and young families: no matter their struggles or hardships, may they know
the wonder of their love and the struggle of their union.

Lord, hear us

We pray for all who are sick or near death at this time: may they know the comfort of good people by their
side.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: God our Father, we make all these prayers in faith, in confidence that you will hear and answer all
our prayers brought before you through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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