
First Sunday of Advent                                          28th November 2021
THEME: Get ready straight away .
We have no way of knowing exactly when Christ will come in glory. We can be ready only by living the kind
of life he means us to live.
If Christ comes upon us while we are unprepared, we will see him, through our guilt, as terrible and
threatening.
If we are already walking towards him, we shall be able to greet him with confidence and unbounded joy.
MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm. Thursday 9-00am

St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon Tues, Wednesday 9-00am. Sat 10-00am
St Mary’s school:  Friday 9-00am

RECENT BAPTISM: Lucy Louise Wilson, William Raffaele Woodhouse were welcomed into God’s family last
weekend.  

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass, please book with John Storey.
Email john.storey6@btopenworld.com

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Luke 21: 25-28,34-36. The worst trap is to think there is no hurry. In fact, the only
thing we know for certain is that the Son of man will come suddenly, at a time we may not be expecting
him at all. Any of us who have tried to get physically fit before a holiday or a hike, know all too well that it
doesn’t work: the muscles protest! Neither will it be much use in trying to get ‘spiritually fit’ at the last
minute. Rather, we need a strenuous training programme, a daily work out, if our goodness and love are to
develop. That is why we must start straight away.
How we react to the Second coming will depend on how we act now. From time to time we need a
thorough rethink of where we are, where we are heading and where we will fall disastrously short. Advent
is just the time for such a stock check. Which times, for instance, would we be pleased for Christ to see us?
And when would we prefer him to be looking the other way.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS: You can use this link to access the Sunday readings for this weekend. 
https://universalis.com/20211128/mass.htm

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: We have been in touch with the bishop’s office concerning the
celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation in our Local Pastoral Area at the end of June or early July
2022. We have informed the Diocesan Youth Service likewise who, we hope, will be available at that time
to assist with the preparation of those who will wish to receive the Sacrament.

A REPORT FROM BISHOP JOHN ARNOLD ON COP26: Bishop John Arnold of the Salford Diocese who
attended the conference “came away with a sense of disappointment”, but made it clear that he hadn’t
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lost hope. He praised the churches response, particularly the younger generation and the excellent work
being done in parishes and schools.
“As Pope Francis tells us, time and time again, we’ve all got to play our part, we’ve got responsibilities,
even though some of us may feel that what we do is minimal and of no consequence. When we are all
doing that together, we do make a deep impression.
  I am very pleased to see that there is so much work going on. The project ‘Guardians of creation’ is
making an impact. It’s networking information to all the Diocese about carbon foot-printing and how we
can change quickly in our care for our property usage. Then there is all that work that’s going on in our
schools. Certainly, from my experience, what I have seen in schools has been a wonderful response. The
children are so concerned, they’re celebrating, it’s not a question of fear. They are celebrating the
environment and creation and want to look after it. That’s a very good opportunity for evangelisation on a
grander scale. If young people can see that the Church is involved in the concerns of the environment
which is important to them, maybe they can make a connection with that sense of faith in their lives”.

CHRISTMAS DRAW: Tickets available at the back of Church. Please take a few books.  There is a list at the
back of church for donations towards the raffle. Thanks to all those who have already donated.

 S V P SUDAN BABY APPEAL: The situation in Sudan and South Sudan remains challenging. The civil war has
resulted in 2 million deaths and 4.5 million people displaced, with 2.5 million people living in makeshift
camps and well over 100,00 children orphaned. The situation has been made considerably worse both by
Covid and the military takeover. Nevertheless, our baby feeding camps have continued to feed thousands of
children each day (as well as saving them from becoming child soldiers through the promise of food) and
provide water to 35,000 people each day.

All charities have suffered in the last eighteen months and the SVP is no different.  Your support is sought as
much as ever. The SVP will be at the back of both churches from next weekend, for three weekends, with
sponsorship forms. Please take one to enable you to make your donation.

MARY’S MEALS: Mary’s Meals is a charity providing school dinners for more than two million children
around the world, including those affected by natural disasters, conflict and the ongoing Covid pandemic.
From this month to January 2022, every gift given to Mary’s Meals will be doubled by a group of generous
supporters, up to £1.6m. This means a gift of just £15.90 will feed, not one, but two children.

VISIT OF THE RELICS OF SAINT BERNADETTE:  As we hopefully emerge from the pandemic, the Bishops of
England and Wales will welcome a pilgrimage of the relics of Saint Bernadette of Lourdes. The pilgrimage
will take place in September and October next year. The bishops’ hope that, like the visit of the relics of
Saint Theresa of Lisieux and of St John Mary Vianney, this will be a time marked by many graces for our
country. The exact dates to be confirmed.

BISHOP MARK’S HOLY HOUR FOR ALL THOSE EFFECTED BY ABUSE:  Bishop Mark will be leading us in
prayer at the Cathedral for a Holy Hour on WEDNESDAY 1st December at 5pm. Once again, this year, we will
be praying for all those across society that have been affected by abuse. In our busy lives running up to
Christmas, this Holy hour provides us with an opportunity to reflect and pray for the strength of God to aid
those around us within our parishes and communities who may be facing challenges in their daily lives. For
those impacted by abuse  who present themselves for help and those who remain unseen. Please
remember them in your prayers. The Holy hour will be live streamed via the Shrewsbury Cathedral Church
services link:   https://www.churchservices.tv/shrewsburycathedral

SVP COLLECTION: £230 Thanks for your generosity

RETIRING COLLECTION:  Today’s collection is for the building fund.
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BIDDING PRAYERS for the First Sunday of Advent

Priest: 
My brothers and sisters as we prepare in this Advent season to celebrate anew the coming of God’s Son,
Jesus Christ, into our world, let us bring our needs and those of the world to God our loving Father.

We pray for Pope Francis, bishops and priests: that they may proclaim to the world the message of joy and
hope that this season of Advent brings.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for the leaders of the nations: that they may work with honesty and integrity to bring peace and
reconciliation to those parts of the world torn apart by conflict and division.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for all migrants and refugees: for those who are forced to leave their homes to escape violence,
poverty and oppression: that they may find a welcome in the places to which they turn.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who have died recently, and all who we remember at this time: that they may know the
loving embrace of God.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: God our Father, in this Advent season we prepare ourselves to celebrate once more the coming of
your Son into our lives; we ask you to hear our prayers  we offer in the power of the Holy Spirit, through
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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